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The year in review
Advances in life sciences give 

British Columbia a distinguished 

place on the world stage

BY ANDREW TOPF

Across the province and across special-

ties, British Columbia’s life-sciences 

companies and research facilities reached 

world-class milestones throughout the year.

January 1, 2010: Genomic 

surveillance of H1N1 pandemic 

The BC Centre for Disease Control 

has launched an influenza-genome 

se quencing project to understand better 

how the pandemic H1N1 virus has evolved 

in B.C. The project will also allow research-

ers to track the virus’ geographic origins.

January 24–26, 2010: BPN hosts nearly 

500 companies from 26 countries

The 8th Annual BioPartnering North 

America (BPN) conference took place at 

the Westin Bayshore, Vancouver. In all, 

490 companies were represented from 

26 countries, for over 2,200 face-to-face 

meetings. The conference is produced by 

Technology Vision Group LLC and 

LifeSciences BC and hosted by BioAlberta 

and BioteCanada, with the support of 

industry leaders. (For the the 2011 BPN 

conference, see page 14.)

February 26, 2010: Global AIDS 

summit with Olympic timing

LifeSciences BC, the British Columbia 

Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, the 

University of British Columbia and the 

International AIDS Society hosted a 

summit titled “The Impact of Science & 

Innovation in the Evolving Global Health 

Paradigm: HIV and AIDS – A Challenge of 

Olympic Proportion.” (For coverage, see 

page 19.)

March 10, 2010: LifeSciences 

BCAwards announced

Marco Marra, Rob Holt and Steven Jones 

from Canada’s Michael Smith Genome 

Sciences Centre won the Genome BC 

Award for Scientific Excellence; Andy Offer 

from Lungpacer Medical, Inc. won the 

Innovation & Achievement Award; Don 

Avison received the Leadership Award; 

Neoteric Technology Ltd. was named 

Medical Device Company of the Year; and 

Cardiome Pharma Corp. was named Life 

Sciences Company of the Year. (For the 

2011 awards, see page 45.)

March 16, 2010: Tekmira and Pfizer 

initiate new research collaboration

Tekmira Pharmaceuticals Corp. and 

Pfizer Inc. will collaborate on evaluating 

Tekmira’s stable nucleic acid-lipid particle 

(SNALP) technology to deliver small inter-

fering RNA (siRNA) molecules provided by 

Pfizer. Tekmira will prepare the SNALP for-

mulations, and Pfizer will evaluate them in 

pre-clinical models.

March 22, 2010: Obama appoints UBC 

Nobel-winner to key science post

Nobel laureate and UBC professor Carl 

Wieman was nominated by the Obama 

administration as associate director 

for science in the White House Office 

of Science and Technology Policy. The 

United States Senate confirmed the 

appointment in September 2010. Wieman 

shared the 2001 Nobel Prize in physics for 

At BioPartnering North America

Mark J. Murray, president and CEO, 

Tekmira Pharmaceuticals
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Jury’s in
Network promises future for clinical trials in British Columbia

BY PETER MITHAM

O
ne of the greatest strengths of 

British Columbia’s life sciences lies 

in the sector’s capacity to attract 

clinical-trial research.

While boasting more than five dozen 

clinical-trial units – Western Canada’s 

biggest cluster – B.C. has been losing 

business and expertise to developing 

countries where research can be per-

formed efficiently at less expense. 

Enter the new British Columbia Clinical 

Research Infrastructure Network (BCCRIN), 

which aims to give the sector’s excel-

lence sufficient focus to help the province 

recoup some of the lost opportunities. 

“While we’re doing quite a number of 

clinical trials in B.C., we need to improve 

the way we do business,” says Heather 

Harris-Harper, who joined BCCRIN as oper-

ations director in April 2010. “We’re losing 

trials to developing nations like India and 

China where things can be done faster, 

cheaper, not necessarily better.”

The idea of a network was spear-

headed by Pierre Meulien in his former 

position as chief scientific officer of 

Genome British Columbia. His efforts 

were instrumental in the establishment 

of the Irish Clinical Research Infrastructure 

Network. That organization is a member 

of the European Clinical Research 

Infrastructures Network, which helps 

Heather Harris-Harper, operations director, 

British Columbia Clinical Research Infrastructure 

Network: attracting trials and freeing 

up resources to focus on science
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Collaborative 

Don Enns speaks of the future of British Columbia’s life sciences

L
ifeSciences British Columbia is 

delight ed to announce the arrival of 

Don Enns as its new president. Enns 

has been a leader in B.C.’s life-science 

industry for over 25 years, most recently 

as president and chief executive officer of 

Cantest Ltd.

We spoke with Enns about his vision for 

the organization and for B.C.’s life-science 

industry as a whole.

What is your vision for LifeSciences 

BC now and into the future?

The global life-science market is esti-

mated to have been about 2 trillion in 

2010: a figure expected to double by 2020. 

Given the competitive landscape, any 

vision for LifeSciences BC going forward 

must take into consideration:

Integration: By definition, the life sci-

ences are broad in nature. LifeSciences 

BC will ensure that its various market seg-

ments are integrated, particularly at points 

of convergence such as electronic health-

care records and genomics. The concept 

of integration must also be embedded 

in discussions of advocacy. Whereas 

historical approaches often focused on 

one ministry or department, the indus-

try’s strength today is predicated upon 

the alignment of educational, trade, tax, 

health and environmental policy.

Collaboration: Virtually all market seg-

ments that contribute to the growth of 

B.C.’s knowledge-based economy confront 

similar challenges revolving around access 

to capital, market entry, recruitment and 

retention. LifeSciences BC must collab-

orate with other organizations in finding 

joint solutions to these impediments.

Internationalism: Aligning the market 

and encouraging collaboration will in-

crease our critical mass and ultimately 

allow our industry (as well as other 

knowledge-based sectors) to compete 

more effectively, particularly on the inter-

national stage.

What policy developments has 

LifeSciences BC been counselling?

Federally, two primary initiatives are 

under way. In conjunction with a 

number of other technologically oriented 

groups in B.C., LifeSciences BC is actively 

responding to the work undertaken by 

the Expert Review Panel on Research and 

Development. This is our opportunity 

to influence the Canadian R&D land-

scape with the intent of making it more 

effect ive and competitive internationally. 

Secondly, LifeSciences BC is working with 

BIOTECanada in promoting a flow-through 

share scheme for life-science organizations 

similar to that used in natural resources. 

This is clearly a long-term initiative.

Provincially, initiatives include:

The Year of Science: This one-year pro-

gram ending in mid-2011 will ideally result 

in a new provincial science policy.

The Pharmaceutical Task Force: 

LifeSciences BC looks forward to com-

plete implementation of the task force’s 

recommendations.

Bioenergy/bioproducts: 

LifeSciences BC is co-operating with 

various departments, ministries and 

organizations to drive innovation and 

prospects

Don Enns, president of LifeSciences BC

Photo: Dominic Schaefer Photography
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Great content: Our editorial showcases the 
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brand to potential clients and investors within the 
biotech space, in B.C. and abroad

Reach new customers: LifeSciences 
BC magazine is a high gloss, top quality take-home 
featured at biotech conferences, trade missions and 
BioPartnering events  

Gala awards: The magazine is distributed to 
all attendees at the annual LifeSciences BC Awards Gala 
each April

Online: The magazine – and your advertising – will 
be online in a ‘clickable’ format allowing access to the 
website address of your choice
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information
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